
Another year already gone by? 

Gee...it’s already time to push away from the table full of all those good eats from Thanksgiving, and 
start thinking about what I’ll get my better half for Christmas. I actually have it pretty good...as I only 
have to find gifts for her. She does the gift shopping for the 4 kids, her Dad, and me...so I guess I really 
have it quite easy! 

Unfortunately I wasn’t successful in my efforts to acquire some notes from Stack’s auction of Tom 
O’Mara’s collection of fractional currency look-alikes and advertising notes in early November. Indeed a 
wonderful collection which I’m sure Tom was quite proud of and enjoyed assembling over the many 
years he was active in postage/fractional collecting. 

There are a number of events coming-up that you simply will want to keep an eye on. First-up is the 
upcoming Houston Coin show right here in my backyard. Heritage is hosting the auction but there isn’t 
anything fractional-wise crossing the auction block from what I can determine. The show itself tends to 
be primarily coin, but there always are a few currency tables so I always go walk the floor to see if I can 
pick-up anything interesting. 

Following this, Stack’s will hold its December Coin Galleries auction. Certainly there are lots of coins. 
There is also a nice offering of paper money, but only a single lot of fractional. Having started collecting 
with the blue Whitman coin albums close to 50 years ago, I still like to look at the coins. And yes, I still 
have those original Whitman albums, but I’ve not added anything except mint sets to my coin collection 
in quite some time. And like everything else, they’re locked-away in a bank vault. 

The next really BIG event from my perspective is the FUN show in Florida. Many a fine collection of 
postage and fractional currency has gone across the auction block over the years at this event. It’ll be 
interesting to see what surfaces when the auction catalog becomes available later in December. 
Wonder what surprises may be in store... 

I find it hard to keep track of all the various auction calendars, let along the time it takes to go through 
their offerings. So if I’ve overlooked an important auction coming-up, especially one that includes 
postage/fractional currency, I apologize in advance. On the other hand, if you are connected with an 
upcoming auction that may be of interest to our postage/fractional currency friends, let me know and if 
timing works-out, I would like to share news about it with our members. Until then... 

Fractionally Yours, 




c/o Jerry Fochtman 
2818 Mountain Green Trail 
King wood, TX 77345 
(281)361-8948 
jfochtman@bradmark.com 
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Pre-FUN’2009 Activity... 


If you receive our Fall newsletter later than usual, it is all my fault. In May, we returned from a 
week at Hilton Head to find a minor flood in our living room. Unfortunately, a lapse in 
coordination between the restoration company and our insurance company delayed any repair 
activity until August. One would think that everything would be back to normal in a matter of 
weeks; however, completion of repairs did not occur until Monday, November 24, and our rug 
and furniture are due to return the day after Thanksgiving. 

So, what has been going on in the area of fractionals? Tom O’Mara’s extensive collection of 
postage and fractional scrip and look-alikes was sold by Stack’s at their November 7 auction. 
Although I made several friends aware of Tom’s collection, I was so embroiled in house repairs 
that I forgot to ask my brother to execute bids for me. A truely opportunity lost. 

I just received Lyn Knight’s catalogue for his December 8-10 sale. This sale has only 60+ 
fractional lots, but features a vast number of 3-cent courtesy autographs - 57 in all - in one lot. 
The massive number of notes is equaled by the auction estimate -- $75,000 to $125,000. I have 
never been a big fan of courtesy autographs, but this lot (#902) is impressive, to say the least. I 
was surprised, however, to see that the relatively common Burke/Thompson (Friedberg auction 
lot #230) was not among the hoard. 

I haven’t heard anything from Len Glazer concerning the Heritage fractional offerings for the 
FUN auction. I guess I’ll find out when I get the catalogue. 

A few months ago, I did broker a unique uncancelled experimental note from one collector to 
another, but I haven’t been able to make any shows since Memphis or create any deals since 
the aforementioned exchange. 

Hopefully everyone that was a member prior to June 1 st received their special perforated 25 th 
anniversary sheet depicting the 1 st issue, 25c obverse with a customized design on the reverse 
to commemorate our 25 th anniversary of the formation of our club in Memphis in 1983. These 
were mailed in a tube along with your summer newsletter. If you didn’t receive it, please be 
sure to let our newsletter editor, Jerry Fochtman, know. It was a lot of extra effort to put 
together this mailing for everyone so hopefully we succeeded in getting the sheet sent to 
everyone that wasn’t at Memphis to pick theirs up. 

Hope to see some of you at FUN! 

HiTce- 





CURRENCY SIGNATURE® AUCTION 



15 Minutes 
of Fame 

A Lifetime of 
Memories 


As the world’s largest numismatic auctioneer, 
the only thing better than getting to see so 
many amazing coins and rare currency notes 
is seeing what it does for our consignors. 
When your collection comes through our 
doors we roll out the red carpet. From start 
to finish - photographing and describing 
every note, producing a glossy catalog that 
tells your story, to the excitement of the sale 
itself - our experts and staff are with you. The 
lasting part of the celebration, however, will 
come after the auction has ended and you see 
exactly what size check Heritage sends you. 


Warhol was right. Your 15 minutes are 
now, and they’re in front of the most- 
discriminating, most-educated and most- 
passionate collectors in the world, who will battle for your coins and currency. You’ll be remembered for the sale of your 
treasures and by the ongoing research they’ll provide as part of Heritage’s Permanent Auction Archives on our award winning 
Website, HA.com, where more than 400,0 00 registered bidder-members go for their numismatic research and purchasing. 


The market right now is as strong as it’s been in decades, and Heritage is front and center of that marketplace. 
Now that it’s time to sell, let us make you famous for it, and get you a pretty penny in return. 


Call today to discuss opportunities in an Official Heritage Signature® Auction: 800-872-6467 Ext. 1001 

FUN 2009 ORLANDO . January 5-11, 2009 . Bid Now! 

CSNS 2009 CINCINNATI • April 29 - May 2, 2009 • Deadline: March 12 • Consign Now! 


Receive a free copy of a catalog from 
any Heritage category Register online at 
HA.com/FCCB10417 or call 866-835- 
3243 and mention reference FCCB10417. 


The World’s #1 Numismatic Auctioneer 

HERITAGE*®* 

<AudmGaHm 



www.HA.com 


Annual Sales Exceed $700 Million ♦ 400,000+ Online Registered Bidder-Members 
3500 Maple Avenue, 17th Floor ♦ Dallas, Texas 75219-3941 ♦ or visit HA.com 
214-528-3500 ♦ FAX: 214-409-1425 ♦ e-mail: Consign@HA.com 

FL licenses: Heritage Numismatic Auctions, Inc.: AB665; Currency Auctions of America: AB2218; FL Auctioneer licenses: Samuel Foose AU3244; Robert Korver AU2916; Scott Peterson AU3021. 
Heritage Numismatic Auctions, Inc.: OH Auctioneer licenses: Samuel Foose 2006000048; Robert Korver 2006000049. 

This auction subject to a 15% buyer's premium. 































Spencer Morton Clark 

His Final Home 


By 

emuj. 


authors note—I normally imbed pictures with text so as to associate them better to the text, but these are 
all done at the end so they can be larger. 


As most of you know (if not I will be happy to enlighten you), I have tracked SMC from birth to 
death and know where he was all the years of his life, the jobs he had, the scandals he was 
FALSELY accused of, etc. The one piece I did not have was first-hand knowledge of his final 
resting place. I knew he was buried in the Spring Grove Cemetery in Hartford, CT, but had 
never seen a picture of his grave or even of the cemetery itself. 

I was very fortunate to get to go to Hartford on business in September and made sure that I 
worked in a visit to see his final resting place. As I drove in to Spring Grove Cemetery, I could 
only imagine his funeral carriage going down Main Street to 2035. I wondered if he had a 
carriage like the one he designed for President Lincoln (fig 1--yes, it seems SMC designed the 
carriage that carried Lincoln from the Capitol to the cemetery). 

As you get to the front gate, you are greeted with an archway announcing the cemetery (fig 2), 
but not an imposing fagade. It is a very beautiful place that is well maintained and full of oak 
and cedar trees, many of which I am sure were there as full trees or saplings when SMC passed 
by on his last ride. 

He is buried in a family plot that is highlighted with a large monument to his parents, Ezra and 
Laura (fig 3). SMC, his wife and his daughter are all buried in the plot along with his parents, 
grandparents, brother and many other family members. One notable exception is SMC, Jr, who 
is not buried with the family. There are a total of 19 graves in the plot. With the exception of the 
large monument for Ezra and Laura (SMC’s parents), all the headstones are small and totally 
simple without identifying anything about the person buried except their name, date of birth and 
death. This is especially notable for SMC’s brother, Ezra, Jr, (fig 4) as he was a member of the 
U.S. House for Hartford from 1855 to 1859. 

SMC and his wife Mariah are buried side by side to the right of his parents at the back of the plot 
(figs 5 & 6). Their daughter Harriett is buried in front of them. Harriett’s gravestone is more 
ornate than her parents (fig 7). The wonder as to why the headstones were so simple instead of 
ornate and celebratory of the accomplishments of SMC were of wonder to me. Then, I realized, 
he lives in death as he did in life—behind the scenes and very non-pretentious. 



— 



Figure 1—Lincoln’s funeral cart designed by SMC 


Figure 2 -- Entrance to Spring Grove Cemetery 




Figure 4--Ezra, Jr's, headstone 




Figure 6 -- Mariah's (SMC's wife) headstone 


Figure 5 -- SMC's headstone 



















JAMES POLIS IS BUYING AND SELLING 
FRACTIONAL CURRENCY 


I am one of the strongest buyers in this field. Take a look at any major auction 
or show at who is buying fractionals in all grades and you will usually hear my 
name or see my face. Please send me your notes for a fair and expedient offer. 
I am passionately looking for all scarcer varieties as well as Choice-Gem 
Uncirculated Type Notes for my customers. 

First Issue Perforated Notes 
Gem Second Issue Notes with clear surcharges 
Attractive and broadly margined Spinner notes 
All Justice varieties 

High grade Washington, Lincoln and Stanton Notes 
ALL WIDE AND NARROW MARGIN SPECIMENS 
ALL GRANT - SHERMAN SPECIMENS 


WHY WOULD YOU WISH TO DEAL WITH ME? 

PROFESSIONALISM 

It is my promise to you, the customer, that you will always be treated with the 
most ardent professionalism regarding all matters. 

AFFILIATION 

I am a member of the Professional Currency Dealers Association, Society of 
Paper Money Collectors, Fractional Currency Collectors Board, and American 

Numismatic Association. 

CONSER VA TIVE GRADING 

I am one of the most conservative graders in the hobby (ask anyone who has 

ever dealt with me). 



A UCTION REPRESENTA TION 

Very competitive rates offered -1 am at every major paper money auction 


MAJOR ADVERTISER 

Check out my full-page ad on page 17 in every issue of the Bank Note 

Reporter. 

WANT LISTS SER VICED 

I attend many of the major shows and auctions to satisfy my customer’s 

collecting needs. 


The following is a small sampling of some prize notes that I have placed into 

customer’s collections: 


Marchioni Fr. 1248 Choice CU 
Fr. 1299 Very Choice CU 
Gengerke Fr. 1330 Gem CU 
Fr. 1336 Choice CU 

OMara Fr. 1339 NM Specimen Reverse AU 
Fr. 1340 Superb Gem CU 
Fr. 1348 Choice CU 
Fr. 1368 Gem CU 
O’Mara Fr. 1371 Choice AU 


James Polis 

4501 Connecticut Avenue, NW Suite 306 
Washington, D.C. 20008 
(202)363 - 6650 
Jpolis7935@aol.com 




(Membership information removed.) 


Member’s Trading Post 


Looking for Graphics of Satirical 
Notes and other Rare Fractional 
Items for Historical Collection Effort. 

Jerry Fochtman 
ifochtman(5)bradmark.com 

713/513-9309 

Researcher/Collector interested in 
ALL fractionals with inverted or 
mirrored plate numbers. If you have 
one (for sale or research) please e- 
mail riconio(a>vahoo.com or call 
818/591-2326. 

Thanks - Rick Melamed. 

Wanted: FR1374 (Lincoln) Counterfeits 
notes, scans,clippings, info, etc. for 
upcoming Lincoln currency book. 

Fred Reed (FCCB #55) 
Freed3(a)airmail.net 

P.O.B 118162 

Carrollton, TX 75011 


Want lists serviced and auction 
representation with over 40 years of 
Fractional experience 

Mike Marchioni 
Marchion(5)ETSU.EDU 

423/439-5362 
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Buying & Selling 


u.s. 
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Call or Write 

Rob’s Coins & Currenc 


P.0. Box 6099 
Chesterfield, MO 63006 
314/878-3564 
Robert J. Kravitz, 

SPMC LM 294 • ANA LM 5361 











Spinner Signed Checks... 

By 




What follows is a Herkimer County check which is signed by Francis Spinner on the back. It’s 
hard to find a Spinner check made out to him and endorsed on the back other than those from 
the lllion, New York bank hoard. There are some from other banks well-known to some of our 
members as well. Considering how many examples Nancy and I have of Spinner’s autograph 
it’s hard for us to find something new. 
































